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TOWN OF LOS GATOS 

 STANDARD MASONRY CHIMNEY & FIREPLACE REQUIREMENTS  

 

The Town of Los Gatos requires a building permit for any construction, repair or alteration of a masonry 
chimney or fireplace. The requirements of Chapter 21, Section 2111 of the 2022 California Building Code and 
the 2022 California Residential Code shall be applicable. In order to process your request for a building 
permit, please submit the items listed below and include this completed checklist in your submittal. We do 
not accept submittals by mail or courier. A plan check fee will be required after the preapplication process 
is completed. If one or more required items are not submitted, the application will be considered incomplete 
and will not be accepted. 

To submit your application, you will need to register for an account on the Town’s portal: 
https://permits.losgatosca.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx. Note that a Building Permit Technician will need 
to approve your account before you may move forward with your submission. The Building pre-application is 
a preliminary review for the building permit. You will need to upload to the pre-application in separate PDF’s: 

1. Completed permit application https://www.losgatosca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/833/Building-
Division-Permit-Applications?bidId=  

2. Plan set (PDF pages bookmarked and signed by design professional. Note: This must be ONE (1) PDF.) 
3. Supporting documents (i.e., Structural Calculations, Title-24, etc.) which should be separate uploads.  

 
Requirements for New Building Construction: Effective November 1, 2016, no person or builder 
shall install a wood-burning device in a new building construction. 
 
Requirements for Remodeling a Fireplace or Chimney: Effective November 1, 2016, no person shall 
remodel a fireplace or chimney unless a gas-fueled, electric, or EPA certified device is installed that 
meets requirements in Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 60, Subpart AAA. This requirement 
is triggered by a fireplace or chimney remodel where a total cost exceeds $15,000.00 and requires a 
local Building permit. The total cost excludes the cost of a building permit.  
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