
TOWN OF LOS GATOS 
YOUTH COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2019 
LOS GATOS TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

110 E. MAIN STREET, LOS GATOS 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order by Chair Isabella Scott at 7:01 P.M. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Braden Ankenbrandt, Isabella Debling, Shreya Desai, and Jake Hakim were not present for this 
meeting.  
 
CONSENT ITEMS 
1. Approve Youth Commission Meeting Minutes from November 12, 2019 

● Motion by Sasha Ryu to approve the meeting minutes for November 12, 2019. 
Seconded by Kelli Keady. All in favor.  
 

VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS 
There were no verbal communications at this meeting.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
1.  Tree Lighting & Holiday Parade Debrief 

● Staff Liaison Jackie Rose thanked Robert Stanley for his hard work at the Tree Lighting 
event. She went on to thank the rest of the volunteers for attending.  

● Blythe Reynolds commented that the free food and beverages were the most popular 
among the Tree Lighting attendees, and that the commission should continue to .  

● Staff Liaison Jackie Rose, Arshia Mathur, and Blythe Reynolds commented that, although 
commissioner attendance at the parade was unusually low (due, in part, to its conflict 
with the December SAT), the event was a success. 

● Sasha Ryu commented that, although she understood commissioners had a valid excuse 
not to attend the events, many signed up to help and ended up cancelling last-minute, 
which left the remaining participants with an unexpectedly large workload. She went on 
to add that, in the future, commissioners should be more mindful before they commit 
to an event. 

2. Discussion from Commission Liaisons: 
● Arts and Culture Commission — Anjali Vaidya had nothing to report.  
● Community and Senior Services — Arshia Mathur had nothing to report from the 

commission’s past meeting. 
- Faris Raza volunteers to become the new alternate liaison for the commission. 



- Isabella Scott spoke on the importance of commissioners finding an alternate in 
advance to attend liaison meetings in their place if they aren’t able to attend.   

● Library Board — Jack Noymer had nothing to report. 
● Parks Commission — Kameron Emami commented that the commission discussed new 

budgeting at their last meeting. 
● Transportation and Parking Commission — Adam Moore had nothing to report. 

 
Sub-Committee Meeting Discussions 
3. Environmental — Paula Bernholz/Silpa Chinnakotla/Anjali Vaidya 

● Anjali Vaidya commented that the subcommittee started putting together their “How to 
Become a Green-Friendly Business” presentation to share at a future Town Council 
meeting. 

● Kameron Emami added that the subcommittee was interested in creating more 
insentive for businesses to become “green certified.” 

● Staff Liaison Jackie Rose suggested requesting the town to create a grant to reward 
businesses that become “green-friendly.” 

● Kelli Keady suggested to use the money to throw the businesses a party to attract 
customers, in place of giving a cash reward. 

● Isabella Scott suggested hosting a ribbon cutting style event to honor the green 
businesses. 

4. Social Justice and Equity — Isabella Debling/Arshia Mathur/Kelli Keady 
● Isabella Scott reported that the subcommittee’s Special Treasures Dance took 

successfully took place on December 7th. 
● Arshia Mathur commented that the attendees enjoyed the event. 
● Sasha Ryu commented that the event was a great learning experience for the whole 

subcommittee and added that both she and Isabella Debling were making plans to host 
a similar event during Easter. 

● Staff Liaison Jackie Rose, Kelli Keady, and Sasha Ryu commented that the event 
demonstrated a need for better communication among the subcommittee. 

5. Teen Wellness — Sasha Ryu 
● Sasha Ryu reported that the subcommittee successfully executed their “Letters of 

Gratitude” event at the high school. She explained that, during the first week of 
December, she, Adam Moore, and Blythe Reynolds visited English classes and invited 
students to write a letter of gratitude to someone on campus. She went on to add that 
she spent the weekend addressing the letters to their desired recipients, writing their 
first and last name, their 3rd period teacher’s surname, and the classroom number for 
their 3rd period on the front of each envelope. In total, she stated, about 300 letters 
were submitted. She finished by explaining that the Leadership class submitted the 



letters to the correct teachers in their staff mailboxes, and that the letters will be 
distributed on Thursday.  

6. Community Outreach — Robert Stanley/Anjali Vaidya/Lucas Raspe 
● Robert Stanley reported that the subcommittee was making steps to finalize the plans 

for their Valentines Day dance at the Los Gatos Terraces. 
● Sasha Ryu confirmed that the event will take place from 6:30PM-7:30PM  
● Sasha Ryu requested for the subcommittee to arrange a meeting with Staff Liaison 

Jackie Rose present, to ensure that the event will run smoothly. 
● Sasha Ryu expressed concern about the Santa Clara Youth Voice Live event conflicting 

with AP testing dates. 
● Robert Stanley confirmed that the subcommittee filled out the Youth Voice Live survey 

from Santa Clara county, and expressed their concern about the date. 
 
7. Discussion of Upcoming Charity Drive Events 

● Sasha Ryu explained that, since Jack Noymer and Faris Raza hadn’t been assigned a 
subcommittee for the first three months of their term, she arranged for them to host 
two “charity drive” style events at the high school. 

● Jack Noymer confirmed that he’s scheduled to host a clothing drive for underprivileged 
patients at a local hospital (next year, 2020). 

● Faris Raza confirmed that he’s scheduled to host a linens drive for a LGBTQ homeless 
shelter in San Jose (next year, 2020).  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 P.M.  
 
Minutes written by Sasha Ryu and submitted by Jackie Rose, Staff Liaison.  
 
 


